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es T

w
o
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H
elp turn every m

om
ent of

your child’s life into an
opportunity to com

m
unicate

The H
anen Program

®
for Parents of 

C
hildren w

ith Language D
elays

In
form

ation
 for P

aren
ts

A
bou

t th
e It Takes Tw

o to Talk
®

P
rogram

It Takes Tw
o to Talk

is a program
 for paren

ts of
ch

ildren
 (birth

 to 5) w
h

o h
ave lan

guage delays.

It Takes Tw
o to Talk

recogn
izes:

!
th

e im
portan

ce of in
volvin

g paren
ts in

th
eir ch

ild’s early lan
guage in

terven
tion

!
th

e n
eed to h

elp ch
ildren

 an
d fam

ilies 
as early as possible in

 a ch
ild’s life 

T
h

is 
eviden

ce-based 
p

rogram
, 

w
h

ich
 

w
as

develop
ed by T

h
e H

an
en

 C
en

tre, is w
ell-

kn
ow

n
 arou

n
d th

e w
orld. Stu

dies on
 th

e 
It Takes Tw

o to Talk
Program

 h
ave sh

ow
n

 th
at

it is effective an
d th

at, w
h

en
 paren

ts learn
 to

use th
e program

’s strategies, th
eir ch

ildren
’s

com
m

un
ication

 skills im
prove.

It Takes Tw
o to Talk is led by a H

an
en

 C
ertified

Speech
-Lan

gu
age Path

ologist/T
h

erapist w
h

o
h

as received sp
ecialized train

in
g from

 T
h

e
H

an
en

 C
en

tre.

W
h

y P
aren

ts are In
volved

 in
 th

e 
It Takes Tw

o to Talk
P

rogram

Paren
ts are th

e m
ost im

portan
t people in

 th
eir

ch
ild’s life. O

n
e of th

e greatest gifts paren
ts

can
 give th

eir ch
ild is th

e h
elp h

e or sh
e n

eeds
to com

m
un

icate an
d con

n
ect w

ith
 th

e w
orld. 

In
 th

e It Takes Tw
o to Talk

Program
, you learn

practical an
d pow

erful strategies to h
elp your

ch
ild com

m
un

icate an
d in

teract durin
g every-

day routin
es an

d activities. It is w
ith

in
 th

ese
fam

iliar, real-life in
teraction

s w
ith

 you
 th

at
your ch

ild’s com
m

un
ication

 skills w
ill grow

.

W
h

at P
aren

ts L
earn

 in
 th

e 
It Takes Tw

o to Talk
P

rogram

!
h

ow
 your ch

ild com
m

un
icates righ

t n
ow

an
d th

e n
ext steps to take

!
w

h
at m

otivates your ch
ild 

to com
m

un
icate

!
h

ow
 to en

gage your ch
ild in

 back 
an

d forth
 con

versation
s, even

 before 
h

e can
 talk

!
h

ow
 to turn

 everyday activities in
to

opportun
ities for your ch

ild to 
learn

 lan
guage

!
h

ow
 to fin

e-tun
e w

h
at you say so your

ch
ild can

 un
derstan

d you an
d learn

 n
ew

w
ords an

d ideas

It T
ak
es T

w
o

to T
alk

®

A
bou

t T
h

e H
an

en
 C

en
tre

Fou
n

ded in
 1975, T

h
e H

an
en

 C
en

tre is a
C

an
adian

 n
ot-for-profit ch

aritable organ
iza-

tion
 w

ith
 a global reach

. O
u

r m
ission

 is to
provide paren

ts, caregivers, early ch
ildh

ood
educators an

d Speech
-lan

guage Path
ologists/

Th
erapists w

ith
 th

e kn
ow

ledge an
d train

in
g

th
ey n

eed to h
elp youn

g ch
ildren

 develop th
e

best possible lan
guage, social an

d literacy skills.
Th

is in
cludes ch

ildren
 w

ith
 or at risk of lan

-
guage delays an

d th
ose w

ith
 developm

en
tal

ch
allen

ges such
 as A

utism
 Spectrum

 D
isorder.

w
w

w
.hanen.org
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W
hat Paren

ts Learn
:

W
h

at th
e It Takes Tw

o to Talk
P

rogram
 O

ffers 
!

A
 con

sultation
 for you an

d your ch
ild w

ith
a H

an
en

 C
ertified Speech

-Lan
guage

Path
ologist/Th

erapist before th
e program

begin
s

!
A

 series of in
form

ative an
d person

al classes
for sm

all groups of paren
ts

!
Th

ree in
dividual con

sultation
s w

ith
 

your H
an

en
 C

ertified Speech
-Lan

guage
Path

ologist/Th
erapist durin

g w
h

ich
:

•
you discuss com

m
un

ication
 goals an

d
specific strategies for your ch

ild

•
you are videotaped in

teractin
g w

ith
your ch

ild durin
g an

 everyday activity.
Th

is video is th
en

 review
ed an

d 
discussed w

ith
 you so you can

 “see”
w

h
at is h

elpin
g an

d w
h

at else you can
do to h

elp your ch
ild learn

.

P
rogram

 M
aterials

Th
e It Takes Tw

o to Talk
Program

 is supported by 
a beautifully illustrated paren

t
guidebook an

d com
pan

ion
 D

V
D

th
at follow

s th
e program

’s 
con

ten
t in

 a practical an
d 

easy-to-un
derstan

d form
at.

W
h

at P
aren

ts an
d

 P
rofession

als
Say A

bou
t th

e It Takes Tw
o to

Talk
P

rogram
“I h

ave just com
pleted It Takes Tw

o to Talk.
W

h
at a differen

ce th
is h

as m
ade to th

e quality
of life for m

y little girl. Sh
e is m

ore con
fiden

t
an

d w
ill in

itiate a con
versation

 an
d join

 in
activities. Several w

eeks ago sh
e w

ould n
ot

h
ave don

e so.”

Patricia, m
other of four-year-old K

elly 

“It is a big com
m

itm
en

t in
 term

s of tim
e, but

soon
 becom

es part of your life. You don
’t sit

dow
n

 an
d ‘do H

an
en

’; you in
corporate it in

to
everyday life. It ch

an
ged everyth

in
g.”

Lisa, m
other of tw

o-year-old G
eorge 

“Th
e It Takes Tw

o to Talk
Program

 h
as given

life a w
h

ole n
ew

 m
ean

in
g—

it’s brigh
ter, 

h
appier, less con

fusin
g/frustratin

g. W
e h

ave
learn

ed n
ew

 an
d w

on
derful w

ays to com
m

u-
n

icate w
ith

 our daugh
ter an

d sh
e w

ith
 us.”

A
 parent in C

ounty W
estm

eath, Ireland 

“Th
e [It Takes Tw

o to Talk]
Program

 w
orks

because it takes advan
tage of th

e w
ay th

at
ch

ildren
 n

aturally learn
 to com

m
un

icate —
th

at is, th
rough

 in
teraction

 w
ith

 th
e paren

ts.
It’s easy to un

derstan
d, accept an

d learn
 too.”

Louis Rossetti, PhD
Professor of C

om
m

unicative D
isorders

U
niversity of W

isconsin

2.
Follow

 You
r C

h
ild

’s L
ead

You’ll learn
 h

ow
 to respon

d im
m

ediately
to w

h
at your ch

ild tells you in
 w

ays th
at

h
elp h

im
 learn

 lan
guage. W

h
en

 you 
follow

 your ch
ild’s lead, you build h

is
con

fiden
ce an

d en
courage even

 
m

ore com
m

un
ication

.

4.
A

d
d

 L
an

gu
age to 

th
e In

teraction
You’ll learn

 h
ow

 to add w
ords to th

e 
in

teraction
 to h

elp your ch
ild express

h
im

self an
d learn

 about th
e w

orld. You’ll
also learn

 h
ow

 to h
igh

ligh
t w

ords to m
ake

it easier for your ch
ild to learn

 an
d

rem
em

ber th
em

.

3.
Tak

e Tu
rn

s to K
eep

 th
e 

In
teraction

 G
oin

g
You’ll learn

 h
ow

 to take turn
s back an

d
forth

 an
d h

ave sim
ple con

versation
s w

ith
your ch

ild. You’ll also learn
 h

ow
 to adjust

everyday routin
es th

at you an
d your ch

ild
already en

joy to create m
ore opportun

ities
for in

teraction
 an

d 
com

m
un

ication
. 

1.
L

et You
r C

h
ild

 L
ead

You’ll learn
 m

ore about h
ow

 your ch
ild

expresses h
is feelin

gs, n
eeds an

d in
terests.

You’ll learn
 h

ow
 to get face to face w

ith
your ch

ild so you can
 O

BSERV
E w

h
at h

e’s
doin

g, W
A

IT for h
im

 to com
m

un
icate

w
ith

 you (w
ith

 or w
ith

out w
ords) an

d 
LISTEN

 to w
h

at h
e 

is tellin
g you. 

It T
ak
es T

w
o
to T

alk
®

W
ash.

Yes. Daddy’s
gonna wash
your hand.

A
s you learn the strategies in the

It Takes Tw
o to Talk

Program
, you w

ill have a chance to practice them
 w

ith
your child in m

any different situations. By the tim
e the

program
 is over, you’ll have a w

hole new
 set of skills 

that you can use every day w
ith your child.

There’s the doggie.
W
hat does the
doggie say?

W
oo-woo.

The light’s
on.

Yes, there’s the
bus! The bus goes
“Beep-beep!”

M
om

m
y,

buh.

Light.


